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She led Balthasar to one of the taverns where wastrels and street porters foregathered along with prostitutes. The two
sat down at a table and saw through the foul air by the light of a fetid lamp, unclean human brutes attack each other
with fists and knives for a woman or a cup of fermented liquor, while others with clenched fists snored under the
tables. The tavern-keeper, lying on a pile of sacking, watched the drunken brawlers with a prudent eye. Balkis, having
seen some salt fish hanging from the rafters of the ceiling, said to her companion:u003cbr /u003e
"I much wish to eat one of these fish with pounded onions."u003cbr /u003e
Balthasar gave the order. When she had eaten he discovered that he had forgotten to bring money. It gave him no
concern, for he thought that he could slip out with her without paying the reckoning. But the tavern-keeper barred
their way, calling them a vile slave and a worthless she-ass. Balthasar struck him to the ground with a blow of his fist.
Whereupon some of the drinkers drew their knives and flung themselves on the two strangers. But the black man,
seizing an enormous pestle used to pound Egyptian onions, knocked down two of his assailants and forced the others
back. And all the while he was conscious of the warmth of Balkis' body as she cowered close against him; it was this
which made him invincible.u003cbr /u003e
The tavern-keeper's friends, not daring to approach again, flung at him from the end of the pot-house jars of oil,
pewter vessels, burning lamps, and even the huge bronze cauldron in which a whole sheep was stewing. This cauldron
fell with a horrible crash on Balthasar's head and split his skull. For a moment he stood as if dazed, and then
summoning all his strength he flung the cauldron back with such force that its weight was increased tenfold. The shock
of the hurtling metal was mingled with indescribable roars and death rattles. Profiting by the terror of the survivors,
and fearing that Balkis might be injured, he seized her in his arms and fled with her through the silence and darkness
of the lonely byways. The stillness of night enveloped the earth, and the fugitives heard the clamour of the women and
the carousers, who pursued them at haphazard, die away in the darkness. Soon they heard nothing more than the
sound of dripping blood as it fell from the brow of Balthasar on the breast of Balkis.
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